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Chemistry, Vol. 27: Washington and New York, September 4 to 13, 1912 Discussion is said to be the raison d etre
of congresses; and that is why men cross oceans and continents to attend them; the report of discussions may
therefore be a proper measure of the value of the record of such gatherings. Therefore the officers of this
Congress went to much additional labor and effort to make preparation for full discussion possible by printing
in advance 560 papers (118 illustrated) in 24 volumes of a total of 4,950 pages and distributing all of them
before the opening of the Congress to such members in attendance as cared to withdraw them; 1,322 members
availed themselves of this opportunity. Ample stenographic service in the four official languages was provided
at Columbia University for the use of members who desired to write their discussions out prior to delivery. For
aid in reporting extemporaneous discussions months of effort were expended by Mr. Thomas A. Edison and his
staff in originating a proper phonographic device, since ample competent stenographic service could be had
under prohibitive terms only; each sectional meeting room was equipped with efficient apparatus and
attendants and ample efficient transcribing facilities in the four official languages were provided; additional
clerical help was kept accessible. This constituted the provisions, equipment and organization for the correct
reporting of discussion. No such effort in a gathering of this kind can be successful without cooperation of the
participants in discussion; the cooperation asked was that they should leave their visiting or similar cards with
the sectional secretaries, should speak from the rostrum loudly and...
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