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illustrated. 1918 edition. Excerpt: . . . VI Deferred Rewards and Punishments VI DEFEEEED BEWAEDS AND
PUNISHMENTS But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst good things, and Lazarus
in the like manner evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art in anguish. --Luke 16: 25. THEEE has been a
marked tendency in the criticism of recent years to hold that when the later Hebrew writers describe the
sufferings of individuals they habitually employ the individual as a figure for the nation. To comprehend this
literature we must ever be on the watch to bring in the national interpretation. The suffering servant in the
deutero-Isaiah is often held to represent afflicted Israel. The many psalms which describe apparently the pain of
a single person are thought in reality to depict the agony of the whole people. It is not surprising that every
expression of pain should be given such a broad interpretation, for the centuries immediately preceding the
Christian era were years of peculiar woe for Israel. The sacred writers were concerned more for the State and
the Church than for the individual; they had a marked social outlook; and it would be strange if they contented
themselves with an account of merely personal woes. Israel, as we have seen, had a hard time at many stages
of their history, but it was darkest just before the dawn. If their fortunes were to be explained according to the
established formula, at this period Israel must be...
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