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Although there have been many individual accounts written about the USS Robley D. Evans (DD-552), a Fletcher
class destroyer launched on 4 October 1942, no one had compiled a complete and detailed history of the ship
and her men in one book. Author Michael Staton, son of one the crew members of the Evans, set out to collect
any data available about this remarkable ship and its incredible men. After three years of research and writing,
finally their story can be told. The ship was named after a Naval officer who began his service as an ensign
during the Civil War, Robley D. Evans, also known as Fighting Bob, and he commanded one of the Navy s
newest battleships when the Spanish Fleet attempted their escape from Santiago Harbor during the Spanish-
American War. He had attained the rank of rear admiral by the time of his passing in 1912. The destroyer Evans
rendered invaluable service during World War Il, including logistic support for carrier strike forces at Saipan,
logistic support for the Third Fleet fast carrier task force in the Palaus and the Philippines, fire support shore
bombardment for the 4th Marine Division on lwo Jima, and escorting Third Fleet carrier forces and performing
radar picket duty at Okinawa. She is credited with destroying 26 enemy planes, and rescuing six downed
American aviators. The Evans received the Presidential Unit Citation, the Philippine Defense Medal, the
Philippine Liberation Medal, the Philippine Presidential Unit Citation, and the Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Ribbon
with five stars. It was at Okinawa where the Evans gained immortality as a radar picket. On 11 May 1945 more...
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