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to a Friend Who Had Joined the Southern Independence Association After this, they voted that Texas should
enter the Union; and the intrigues of the Southern party accepted the gift, against the indignant protests of the
free party of the North. The Mexican war which followed, politically was not worse than our Asiatic wars, but
about as bad. It was nevertheless entered into (as | understand) by a breach of the constitution, and against the
utmost effort of all that party of the North which is now in power; and it aimed avowedly at the extension of
slavery, which cannot be said of us, in our worst wickedness. Victorious in this war, the South endeavoured, but
failed in the endeavour, to establish slavery in California. After this came the buccaneering attacks on Cuba and
Nicaragua, the ferocious marauding against Kanzas, also the Ostend congress of the American ministers in
Europe, which but a few years back was accepted by all England as nothing short of an apotheosis of unlimited
filibustering. This would suffice to justify my comparing the Slave Power to buccaneers. But | must not stop
there. All their leading men, all who are the soul and impetus of this secession, are avowed defenders of the
African slave trade. Their President rejects with indignant disdain the idea of its being morally wrong, and
avows that it is a mere question of time and of prudence. The Vice-President emphatically points out the
uselessness of lands which they cannot people, and that to obtain new masses of the African race is matter of
vital importance. Their (foreign) Secretary...
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