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in life and literature. Rossetti s letters are dreadful, obviously forgeries by his brother. | was interested, however,
to see how my granduncle s Melmoth, and my mother s Sidonia have been two of the books that fascinated his
youth. As regards the conspiracy against him in later years, | believe it really existed, and that the funds for it
came out of Hake s Bank. The conduct of a thrush in Cheyne Walk seems to be most suspicious, though William
Rossetti says: | could discern nothing in the thrush s song at all out of the common. Stevenson s letters are most
disappointing also--I see that romantic surroundings are the worst surroundings possible for a romantic writer.
In Gower Street, Stevenson could have written a new Trois Mousquetaires. In Samoa he wrote letters to The
Times about Germans. | see also the traces of a terrible strain to lead a natural life. To chop wood with any
advantage to oneself, or profit to others, one should not be able to describe the process. In point of fact the
natural life is. the unconscious life. Stevenson merely extended the sphere of the artificial by taking to digging.
The whole dreary book has given me a lesson. If | spend my future life...
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