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of the former age, and apply thyself to that which their fathers have searched out: (for we are but of yesterday,
and know nothing, because our days upon earth are a shadow: ) shall not they leach thee and tell thee, and
utter words out of their heart? Job. viii. 8 - 10. As our thoughts travel back on such a day as this over the history
of our College, it is natural to reflect on the principles which it symbolises, the manner in which it has fulfilled its
end in successive generations, the results of faithful labour and generous sacrifice which are embodied in its
ordered life, its buildings, its prosperity, its very existence, and to seek to deepen thereby our own sense of
responsibility. The past and its lessons are brought home to us with singular vividness when we follow the
fortunes of a single place, or institution. A thread is supplied like that of our own personal identity, running
through our experiences from childhood onward. We are taken back into the very midst of the actors of former
ages. We see the men of the place or institution in question taking part in and affected by the events and
movements of their own day. While in following such a history we may note how God manifestly to us even now
trieth the works of men through the testing of time, how the honest labour of many who have long gone down
into silence has been rewarded by lasting fruit, how on the other hand periods of vigour and public spirit have
not prevented...
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