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Random House USA Inc, United States, 2005. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 231 x 168 mm. Language: English
. Brand New Book. Henri Matisse is one of the masters of twentieth-century art and a household word to
millions of people who find joy and meaning in his light-filled, colorful images--yet, despite all the books
devoted to his work, the man himself has remained a mystery. Now, in the hands of the superb biographer
Hilary Spurling, the unknown Matisse becomes visible at last. Matisse was born into a family of shopkeepers in
1869, in a gloomy textile town in the north of France. His environment was brightened only by the sumptuous
fabrics produced by the local weavers--magnificent brocades and silks that offered Matisse his first vision of
light and color, and which later became a familiar motif in his paintings. He did not find his artistic vocation
until after leaving school, when he struggled for years with his father, who wanted him to take over the family
seed-store. Escaping to Paris, where he was scorned by the French art establishment, Matisse lived for fifteen
years in great poverty--an ordeal he shared with other young artists and with Camille Joblaud, the mother of
his daughter, Marguerite. But Matisse never gave up. Painting by painting, he struggled toward the revelation
that beckoned to him, learning about color, light, and form from such mentors as Signac, Pissarro, and the
Australian painter John Peter Russell, who ruled his own art colony on an island off the coast of Brittany. In
1898, after a dramatic parting from Joblaud, Matisse met and married Amelie Parayre, who became his
staunchest ally. She and their two sons, Jean and Pierre, formed with Marguerite his indispensable intimate
circle. From the first day of his wedding trip to Ajaccio in Corsica, Matisse...
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