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GRIN Verlag Mai 2010, 2010. Taschenbuch. Book Condition: Neu. 218x151x25 mm. This item is printed on
demand - Print on Demand Neuware - Seminar paper from the year 2010 in the subject Philosophy - Theoretical
(Realisation, Science, Logic, Language), grade: 1,0, University of Stuttgart (Institut für
Philosophie/WissenschaEstheorie/Technikphilosophie), course: HS Philosophy of Simulation, language: English,
abstract: In the early 1980s, Robert Axelrod published several articles on The Evolution of Cooperation,
discussing and interpreting the results of his well-known computer tournaments and of a series of subsequent
simulations. Both the tournaments and simulations were conducted in order to find a suitable, evolutionary
stable strategy for the iterated prisoner's dilemma, which is generally considered an appropriate model of a
certain type of social dilemma that arises when 'the pursuit of self-interest by each leads to a poor outcome for
all.' The results of the tournaments and simulations led to a generalized theory of the evolution of cooperation,
which claims to provide an explanation for various historical, social and biological phenomena. Axelrod`s
work contributed extensively to popularizing computer simulation as a scientific method in the social sciences.
Besides the fact that his approach had an unquestionably high impact on succeeding research and ushered in
the 'simulation era' in the social sciences, the use Axelrod made of computer simulations raises questions about
their methodological and epistemological status: If, as Axelrod states in his paper 'Advancing the Art of
Simulation in the Social Sciences', simulation can serve the purposes of prediction, proof and even scientific
discovery, what need is there for conducting experiments any longer Can't we simulate science Admittedly, this
suggestion sounds somewhat exaggerated, but why exactly do most of us share the intuition that there are
fundamental diJerences persisting between simulations and experiments What are the characteristic 28 pp.
Englisch.
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